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WORKSHOP DESCRIPTION 

 

Insects and vertebrate pests can do irreversible damage to objects of historic and artistic value. 
Preventing such damage is an essential element of best practice in collection care and requires the 

design and implementation of an Integrated Pest Management (IPM) policy and plan. This workshop 
will introduce participants to multiple aspects of IPM:  policy and procedure; preventing infestation; 

trapping and monitoring; remedial treatment; basic pest identification. It is designed for small to mid-
sized institutions needing to establish or improve an IPM program but would be useful for anyone 

needing to develop or refresh basic IPM knowledge. Rachael Perkins Arenstein, a conservator 

specializing in preventive care, Pat Kelley, an entomologist with extensive knowledge of museum 
collection care practices, and Matt Mickletz, the person responsible for the daily implementation of 

Winterthur’s IPM program, will work together to teach the theory and practice of IPM. Familiarity with 
concepts will be developed through a combination of lectures, discussions and hands-on exercises 

 

Participants 

This two-day workshop is open to conservators, archivists, collection managers, registrars, curators and 
all other preservation professionals with a desire to prevent pest damage in collections and remediate 

active infestations. It is designed for a maximum of 30 participants with up to half of the spaces reserved 
for current students or recent graduates.  

 
By the end of the workshop, participants will be able to: 

 Identify the stakeholders in their 

institutions who must be involved in 

setting up a successful IPM program 
 Understand which policies and 

procedures set the groundwork for 

successful implementation 
 Survey a building envelope and 

collection areas to identify locations 

vulnerable to entry and infestation 

 

 Determine what kind of traps can be 

used to monitor collection areas and 

where they should be placed 
 Identify some of the most common 

museum pests 

 Work effectively with a pest 

management professional 
 Understand the range of options for 

museum appropriate treatment of pest 

infestations and what is needed to 

implement them 



 

 

 

Logistical Details 

 

Dates & Times  

Monday 13 March, 9:00 - 5:00 
Tuesday 14 March, 9:00 - 5:00 

 
 

Venue 

The workshop will take place in the Brown 
Horticultural Center at Winterthur Museum, 

5105 Kennett Pike, Winterthur, DE 19735 

 
 

Pre-requisite 

A desire to protect collections from pest related 

damage 

 
 

Costs 

Time  2 workshop days - full participation is 
required 

Fees  $100 per person with reduced fees as 
follows: 

 $50 per person for recent graduates 

(within the last 5 years) 

 Free for full-time students and 

Winterthur/University of Delaware 
employees 

 Scholarships available to anyone for 

whom the fee is a barrier to 
attending. 

 
Food  Coffee and snacks will be provided each 

morning. Participants can bring lunch 

with them or purchase lunch off-site on 
Monday and on-site on Tuesday 

 
 

Registration 

Space is limited to 30 registrants. To register 
complete the form that accompanied this 

document and email it to jwicke@winterthur.org 
 

 

For further information please contact: 
Dr. Joelle Wickens 

Conservator, Preventive Team Head, and 
University of Delaware Affiliated Assistant 

Professor 
Winterthur Museum, Garden and Library 

jwicke@winterthur.org 

302-888-4714 

Workshop Leaders 
 

Rachael Perkins Arenstein is a conservator at 

A.M. Art Conservation, LLC a private practice in the 
New York area.  She has held positions at the Bible 
Lands Museum Jerusalem, the Smithsonian 
Institution’s National Museum of the American Indian 
(NMAI), and the Peabody Museum of Art & 
Archaeology, amongst others. Rachael began working 
on IPM issues on the NMAI Move Project and its 
extensive pest management program in 2001-2004. 
This experience led to becoming a founding member 
and, since 2008, chair of the IPM Working Group, 
which created and supports the PestList listserv and 
www.museumpests.net website. 

Pat Kelley is the Vice President of Insects Limited 

and began working closely with museums on pest 

related issues in 1993. He currently heads the IPM 
strategies for several large museums. Pat is the chair 
of the Insect Identification subgroup of the IPM 
Working Group. Pat has taught numerous Museum 
IPM workshop courses and has given scientific 
presentations at both domestic and international 
museum pest meetings. He is the co-author of a 
chapter on Pheromones in the Mallis Handbook of 
Pest Control, 10th Ed. Pat has a MS in Entomology 
from the University of Nebraska and an 
undergraduate degree in Geology from Purdue 
University. 

Matt Mickletz is the Manager of Preventive 

Conservation at Winterthur Museum. His 
undergraduate degree in Art Conservation from the 

University of Delaware in 2004, started him on his 
path to Winterthur, where he began in 2007.  He has 
had roles as Collections Maintenance Aide and Art 
Handler prior to assuming his current position.  Matt 
has taken on reworking Winterthur’s IPM program 
and its implementation along with supervising 
Preventive Aides and teaching IPM identification to 
graduate students in art conservation.   Matt is a 
newer member of the IPM Working Group, 
participating primarily in developing its social media 
presence.  

 

Workshop Sponsors 

 
Tru Vue -  

www.tru-vue.com 
 

 
Winterthur Museum - 

www.winterthur.org 
 

 
 

University of Delaware, Art 
Conservation Department - 

www.artcons.udel.edu 
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