
A “Small” Collections Move
Improving Access and Care in the Albert 

H. Small Washingtoniana Collection at the 
GW Museum and the Textile Museum

Kasey Sease, Curator
Lauren Holt, Registrar





● Albert H. Small, philanthropist and 
real estate developer

● Nearly 2,000 maps, prints, 
manuscripts, and ephemera 

● Founding and evolution of D.C. 

● Housed in a renovated historical 
site, accessible to all 

Washingtoniana at GW



Motivating Challenges 

● Moving the collection, a lot
● Storage in multiple locations
● Access restrictions

○ Physical limitations
○ Limited collection photography



Bethesda, MD > Washington, D.C.



Storage Locations

Reading Room 
(Museum)

Processing 
(Museum)

Storage       
(Off-site)



Access Restrictions

● Research at off-site conservation center
● Storage in staff-only areas
● Limited digital access

○ Collection photography



Photography



Objectives

● Increase collections access
● Improve storage safety and organization
● Maximize onsite space
● Stay in budget
● Photograph most of the collection





The Plan(s)
● Phase 1: Expand collections storage to seminar room

○ Proposal to donor foundation
○ Custom furniture design, order, and installation
○ University-funded tech upgrade

● Phase 2: Photograph and rehouse collection objects
○ Updated and expanded proposal to donor foundation
○ Assess objects stored in processing 
○ Conservation review w/ contractor
○ Prepare storage supplies: 

■ For custom furniture 
■ For shelf expansion

○ Plan photography logistics at museum



Object 
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Workflow: Bringing It All Together



Object Assessment
• 375 objects 

assessed

• Detailed 
spreadsheet created 
with dimensions, 
recommendations 
for rehousing

• Objects temporarily 
rehoused into 
glassine folders



Rehousing Supplies

Seminar Room

• 32” x 48” single wall 
blueboard – 90 sheets

• 40” x 60” coroplast – 5 
sheets

• Boxcutter/blade
• Spatula
• Zip ties

Storage Expansion - 
Closet

• Carts
• Tape 

measure
• Gloves
• Patience

General 

• Sliders (allow for 
shelving units to be 
moved) 

• Folders
• Bags (for freezing)
• Blueboard



Rehousing Unframed Objects



Conservator Review

• Reviewed 226 objects

• Concentration on 
presence of insect 
infestation and mold



Photography – Offsite Storage



Photography 
at the Museum



Storage - Seminar Room



Storage – Seminar Room



Storage – Closet





Challenges
● Phase I

○ Delays w/ furniture
○ Staff bandwidth
○ Communication with donors 

●  Phase 2
○ Staff bandwidth 
○ Museum facilities (freezer)
○ Delays w/ photography equipment



Outcomes

● 2 new storage spaces and 1 
upgraded conferencing system

● 1 transportable photography setup
● 3 students trained
● 474 collection objects rehoused 

and relocated
● 1,021 collection objects 

photographed



Object Accessibility

Before After



Questions?
Kasey Sease, kasey.sease@gwu.edu

Lauren Holt, lauren.holt@gwu.edu 
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